SIMD Health Domain
	Description
	The Health Domain gives a Health deprivation rank using the following indicators: 

Standardised Mortality Ratio

Hospital stays related to alcohol use

Hospital stays related to drug use

Comparative Illness Factor

Emergency stays in hospital

Estimated proportion of population being prescribed drugs for anxiety, depression or psychosis

Proportion of live singleton births of low birth weight


	Sources
	A range of sources in the Health sector: 
· NHS Scotland Information Services Division (ISD):
· Scottish Morbidity Record SMR01 (General / Acute Inpatient and Day Case), 
· SMR02 (Maternity Inpatient and Day Case),
· Community Health Index (CHI) extract and GP Prescription data. NRS: Small Area Population Estimates, 
· DWP: DWP benefit data and Working Person’s Longitudinal survey (WPLS) 

The ISD data dictionary provides further information on the SMR datasets: 
http://www.datadictionaryadmin.scot.nhs.uk/index.asp


	Concepts and Definitions
	The health domain identifies areas with a higher than expected level of ill health or mortality given the age-sex profile of the population. 



	Geographic Referencing
	All postcodes are validated at source. Data excludes people where no match to a data zone was possible e.g. homeless, incomplete postcode information.
The Comparative Illness Factor uses geo-referencing of DWP data.



	Relevance
	The SIMD is the Scottish Government’s tool for identifying small area concentrations of multiple deprivation across all of Scotland and is relevant to  policies aimed at tackling the causes and effects of multiple deprivation.  The Health domain had a weighting of 14 per cent of the total SIMD 2012.  

Key indicator used to monitor:

· This indicator is useful for SOAs as it can be used to identify small area concentrations of Health deprivation within a local authority, and it can also indicate how Health deprived the LA is as a whole.

· This indicator is used in the National Performance Framework in context of the Strategic Objective ‘we have tackled the significant inequalities in Scottish society’   It underpins many of the National Indicators but is not one in its own right and therefore does not have a Scotland Performs arrow.
SIMD Website - http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/SIMD/  

SNS Website: http://www.sns.gov.uk/
Detailed information on how the Health Domain was compiled can be found in the SIMD 2012 Technical Notes:

http://simd.scotland.gov.uk/publication-2012/technical-notes/domains-and-indicators/health-domain/
And the Health domain data can be found through the following link:

http://simd.scotland.gov.uk/publication-2012/download-simd-2012-data/


	Quality Assurance
	The SIMD is a Scottish Government National Statistics Publication.  Data is quality assured before inclusion.



	Data available
	Data is available from the SIMD and SNS websites. The following breakdowns are available: 
· datazones can be ranked by SIMD Health deprivation (the health domain                 score is meaningless on its own)

The information on the indicators available on the SNS website and the geographies for which they are available are shown in the table underneath this template.  The data for the Health domain can be found in the Health section of SNS.  Note that the Comparative Illness factor is based on benefit data and can be found within the Economic Activity, Benefits and Tax Credit section of SNS.

                   

	
	The SIMD 2012 is the most recent version to be published and the data for the Health domain was for 2007-2010.


	Denominator
	Varies across the different individual indicators.



	Accuracy
	Data excludes cases where no match to a data zone was possible.


	Comparability
	There has been a change to the methodology for three of the health indicators in terms of reporting the number of 'stays' rather than 'episodes' or 'emergency admissions' to hospital. The SIMD 2012 now uses continuous inpatient stays (CISs) to count the total number of stays in NHS hospitals in Scotland as these generally reflect the patient's experience of their entire stay in hospital. A CIS disregards transfers between hospitals or between specialties within the same hospital. As a CIS may comprise a number of SMR01 (acute hospital) episodes with similar/identical information, a CIS-based analysis avoids double-counting and is considered preferable for these health indicators. As a result of this change, the three hospital-based indicators, and therefore the SIMD 2009 and SIMD 2012 health domains, are not directly comparable.
  

	Geographical Availability
	· Data zone, intermediate geography, local authority and Scotland level. 
· Figures can also be produced for Health Board and parliamentary constituency, however for these geographies it will be a ‘best fit’.

 

	Available on SNS?
	Within the Advanced Reporter on the SNS website, there is an Index of Deprivation section where you can find out the Health deprivation rank, decile and vigintile of a data zone (rank, decile or vigintile 1 is the most deprived):
Information can be found on the SNS site through the standard reporter, advanced reporter, data download and data guide sections. 

All of the SIMD Health Domain indicators are available at datazone level on SNS. They can be found as follows:
- Advanced reporter -> Health -> SIMD Health Domain -> SIMD 2012.

Some similar indicators are also available at other geographies. The difference between these and those used within SIMD is usually that the SIMD indicators are age/sex standardised and the others are not. 


	Equality Strands
	This indicator helps to highlight Health inequalities in Scottish society.

	Disclosure Control
	No disclosure control used on ranks.

	Contact
	Tel: (0131) 244 7714
E-mail: neighbourhood.statistics@scotland.gsi.gov.uk



	
	Datazone
	Intermediate Geography
	Scottish Parliamentary Constituency
	Local Authority
	Health Board
	Scotland

	Standardised Mortality Ratio
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Hospital Episodes Related to alcohol use
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Hospital Episodes Related to drug use
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Comparative Illness Factor
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Emergency admissions to hospital
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Estimated Proportion of population being prescribed drugs for anxiety, depression or psychosis
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Proportion of live singleton births of low birth weight
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X


