SIMD Access Domain
	Description
	The Access Domain uses rates for the following: 
· Population weighted average drive time – minutes


	Sources
	· Road network - Ordnance Survey Integrated Transport Network (ITN) & ITIS Road Speed Data (March 2012) 
· Public Transport timetable/route data (ferry data) - National Public Transport Data Repository (October 2011) Service locations: Secondary schools, Primary schools, petrol stations and GP surgeries - PointX (December 2011); Retail centres – CACI; Retail (2011); Post Offices - Royal Mail (Q1 2012) 
· Census output area population weighted grid references - General Register Office for Scotland GROS (2001) 
· Census output area population figures - General Register Office for Scotland (2001); COA populations are not available for 2012 
· Number of pupils per census output area for Primary and Secondary schools - Scottish Government (2009-11) 
· Public transport network stops/timetable data (Bus, Coach, Ferry, Metro, Train) - National Public Transport Data Repository (October 2011) 

	Concepts and Definitions
	This indicator is intended to capture the issues of financial cost, time and inconvenience of having to travel to access basic services.



	Geographic Referencing
	There are no geo-referencing issues - all service locations were geo-referenced.



	Relevance
	The SIMD is the Scottish Government’s tool for identifying small area concentrations of multiple deprivation across all of Scotland and is relevant to  policies aimed at tackling the causes and effects of multiple deprivation.  The Access domain contributes to the overall index and had a weighting of 9 per cent of the total indicator in the SIMD 2012.  

Key indicator used to monitor:

· This indicator is useful for SOAs as it can be used to identify Access deprivation within a local authority, and it can also indicate how Access deprived the LA is as a whole.

· This indicator is used in the National Performance Framework in context of the Strategic Objective ‘we have tackled the significant inequalities in Scottish society’   It underpins many of the National Indicators but is not one in its own right and therefore does not have a Scotland Performs arrow.
SIMD Website - http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/SIMD/  

SNS Website: http://www.sns.gov.uk/


	Quality Assurance
	The SIMD is a Scottish Government National Statistics Publication.  Data is quality assured before inclusion.



	Data available
	Data is available from the SIMD and SNS websites. The following breakdowns are available: 

· Drive times and public transport times to various services for each datazone.
· datazones ranked by SIMD Access deprivation;

The information on the indicators available on the SNS website and the geographies for which they are available are shown in the table underneath this template.  The data for the Access to Services domain can be found in the Access to Services section.  

                   

	Timeliness of Data
	The SIMD 2012 is the most recent version to be published and the data for the Access domain was for 2011 and 2012.


	Denominator
	· 2001 Total population: GP, Petrol Station, Post Office, Shopping Facilities 

· 2009-11 Primary school population: Primary school 

· 2009-11 Secondary school population: Secondary School

	Accuracy
	All data geo-referenced. 

Drive times have been imputed for the following 8 datazones (for one or more services) as the software failed to identify a journey time for one or more output areas located within the datazone. Following a review of the output areas affected, the maximum journey time was imputed given their remote locations. 

S01000755 - Colonsay, Highland (Secondary Schools only) 
S01000831 - Coll, Argyll & Bute (GPs, Retail Centres, and Secondary Schools only) 
S01003739 - Eigg, Highland (Secondary Schools only) 
S01003746 - Knoydart, Highland (GPs, Fuel Stations, Retail Centres, and Secondary Schools) 
S01004969 - North Ronaldsay, Orkney Islands (Fuel Stations and Retail Centres only ), Sanday (Retail and Secondary Schools only) 
S01004970 - Eday, Orkney Islands (Retail Centres and Secondary Schools only), Westray (Secondary Schools only) 
S01005492 - Fair Isle, Shetland Islands (GPs, Fuel Stations, Retail Centres, and Secondary Schools) 
S01005516 - Bruray, Shetland Islands (Primary Schools only) 

The software failed to identify a connection from at least one output area to a service location for another 8 datazones. Following a review of the location of these output areas, it was not considered appropriate to impute the maximum drive time as the journey time is likely to be less than 180 minutes. The drive time for the affected datazone is therefore calculated based on the average drive times for the output areas (within the datazone) where the software did make a connection. The datazones are population weighted (and therefore exclude the population of the excluded output area). This applies to the following datazones: 

S01002350 Eilean SIar 
S01003744 Highland 
S01003846 Highland 
S01004409 North Ayrshire 
S01004971 Orkney Islands 
S01005147 Perth & Kinross 
S01005519 Shetland Islands 
S01005516 Shetland Islands 

In SIMD 2009, if the software failed to identify a connection from an output area to a service location, then the output area would have been excluded from the calculation for its respective datazone.


	Comparability
	The services used are the same as for SIMD 2009; however there have been improvements to the methodology in SIMD 2012, including: 

· Use of observed road speeds at different times of the day, instead of using an average speed based on the type of road (e.g., A road, motorway). 

· Passenger ferry routes suspended for drive time calculations as private vehicles cannot make use of these services. 

· Imputation of drive times for a small number of areas where the software could not find a route to the relevant service (GP, Post Office, Retail Centre, Primary School, Secondary School, Petrol Station). 

	Geographical Availability
	The SIMD 2012 Access Domain is produced at datazone level.
 

	Available on SNS?
	Within the Advanced Reporter on the SNS website, there is an Index of Deprivation section where you can find out the Geographic Access to Services deprivation rank, decile and vigintile of a data zone (rank, decile or vigintile 1 is the most deprived): 

Information can be found on the SNS site through the standard reporter, advanced reporter, data download and data guide sections.

To find Access data using the Advanced Reporter, the topics and sub topics to select are as follows: 

Access to Services – Drive Times

Access to Services – Public Transport Times



	Equality Strands
	This indicator helps to highlight Access inequalities in Scottish society.

	Disclosure Control
	No disclosure control was applied to the drive time data.

	Contact
	Tel: (0131) 244 7714
E-mail: neighbourhood.statistics@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
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	Drive time to a GP
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	Drive time to a Petrol Station
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	Drive time to schools
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	Public Transport time to a Post Office
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