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Background to SHS
The Scottish Household Survey (SHS) is designed to provide accurate, up-to-date information about the characteristics, attitudes and behaviour of Scottish households and individuals on a range of issues.  The survey is specifically designed to support the work of the Scottish government’s transport, communities and local government policy areas.
Organised in two-year cycles, it interviews around 14,500 households per annum and can provide data disaggregated at local authority level at the end of each cycle.  The survey is conducted as a two-part interview.  The first is the “Household” element, asked of a householder (typically the Highest Income Householder) or their spouse/partner.  The second is an “Adult” element, asked of a random adult within the household.
Overview of SHS Lite
To stimulate the use of SHS data, particularly amongst local authorities, voluntary organisations and academia, the Scottish government developed a simplified dataset called SHS Lite.  It is formatted in SPSS to provide all the necessary statistical functions for useful analysis in a form that is easy to navigate.  The SHS Lite dataset is a simplified version of the full survey data collected, with the main features being:

· The number of variables is substantially reduced;

· Complex data loops have been removed,  and the original variables summarised in new variables;

· Variables have been organised into ‘sets’ of related variables – which can be used to further simplify accessing variables through SPSS dialog boxes.

SHS Lite is available upon request in CD format, which contains the SHS Lite data files, a copy of the shortened questionnaire, a variable database, and an index of variable names.  An SHS Lite User Guide is also available, which provides potential users and other interested parties with self-directed study of the equivalent of a full-day course.
Data Availability
The current SHS Lite CD comes bundled with the following data:

1999/2000  |  2001/2002  |  2003/2004  |  2005/2006 
Although the SHS has a large sample that covers the whole of Scotland, it has some geographical limitations because of the sample sizes in small local authorities and because it is designed to be representative only at national and local authority level.  In particular, the SHS is designed to be nationally representative every quarter, representative for larger Local Authorities (LA) every year, and all LA’s (regardless of size) over a two-year period.
As such, SHS Lite is presented with two-year sweeps of data grouped together, to provide data that is representative for all LAs in Scotland.

The next planned release of SHS Lite is for 2007/2008 data, which will be available approximately three months after public release of the main dataset in August 2009.
Use of SHS Lite in further or higher education
SHS Lite may be copied in full for use of students participating in University or College courses or on training courses. However, the SHS Project Manager must be informed of which course this will be used for and provided with the following information: name of the course leader, course, department, institution and contact e-mail.

Please also provide: a list of the names of all students; confirmation that all students have been made aware of the terms and conditions and agree to them; and all details stated as required in the paragraph above.

Terms and Conditions
The aim of the SHS Lite is to increase accessibility to and the use of this data on households and individuals across Scotland. However, to monitor use the Scottish government requires that all users register their usage with the SHS Project Manager.
You should complete the enclosed pro-forma, which asks for contact details about yourself and your intended use of the datasets.  By signing this pro-forma, you will be agreeing to the terms and conditions as set out in this guidance document.

The following terms and conditions apply to the use of SHS Lite.
· The SHS Lite Guide is crown copyrighted.
· The SHS Lite datasets may not be used (or copied for others’ use) without the express permission from the SHS Project Manager at the Scottish government.
 
· Analysis of Scottish Household Survey data must clearly state that the Scottish government is not responsible for any analysis produced and that any errors made are the responsibility of the analyst. 
· Results of this analysis may be published, but copies of, or extracts from, the data must not be made available to anyone other than those carrying out analysis for your organisation.

· Only people working for your organisation should have access to the data, and any staff given access to the data must be made aware of the conditions of its use; 
· Individuals must not be identified in the results or in any outputs produced using the SHS dataset;
· The SHS Project Manager should be kept informed of any outputs arising from the follow-up research.

Further information about SHS Lite is available from the following website:

· www.scotland.gov.uk/SHSData 

SHS Team
February 2009
shs@scotland.gsi.gov.uk | www.scotland.gov.uk/shs
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Please use the F11 key to tab between each of the fields in this pro-forma.
	Your details
Please provide the following basic details about yourself.
(
Name
     
(
Job Title
     

(
Organisation
     

(
Address
     
(
e-mail
     

(
Telephone
     



	Intended Use
How do you intend to use this data and what are the main topics that are of interest to you?  

For those in Higher or Further Education, please indicate whether you are Staff or Student and the title of your research project or course.
(
Intended Use
Enter the title of your research project
(
Main Interest
Outline the purpose of your research, focusing on the key aims and objectives




	SHS Lite User Guide
Would you like to receive a hard copy version of the SHS Lite User Guide?  Please tick the box below if you wish to receive a hard copy version.
(
Yes / No
 FORMCHECKBOX 




	Signed declaration
I have read, understood and agreed to the terms and conditions as set out in the SHS Special Dataset Request Pro-forma and Guidelines (February 2009) document.
(
Name
     
(
Date
     
(
Signature
     



� See “Use of SHS Lite in further or higher education” for a variation of this condition





