Summary of differences in UK Fuel Poverty methodologies

The following are a summary of the agreed main differences between the UK Fuel Poverty methodologies between Scotland, England, Northern Ireland and Wales as an outcome of the Four Nations Fuel Poverty meeting in December 2009. These are the main differences taken from a discussion of eighty elements in total.
Much of the English and Welsh, and with some exceptions Northern Irish, methodologies are identical and therein this summary focuses on the main differences between the Scottish methodology and the other three countries combined.

	Element
	Scottish methodology
	English/ Welsh/ N Irish methodologies
	Expected effect

	General Modelling
	
	
	

	Pensioner heating: time
	Pensioners assumed in house all day and night
	Pensioners asked time spent in the house
	Increased heating (for longer) in Scottish model

	Pensioner heating: temperature
	23 degrees Celsius
	21 degrees Celsius
	Increased heating (temperature) in Scottish model

	Household size
	Does not adjust model for under-occupancy
	Various heating regimes to account for under-occupancy
	Increased heating in Scottish model – all rooms heated regardless of household size

	Geography and climate
	7 regimes accounting for the varied climate and geography in Scotland
	Based on the average dwelling in Sheffield – less climactic variation south of the border.
	‘Real’ difference – Scotland is colder, windier, etc. Increased heating demand.

	Income
	
	
	

	Household income
	Highest Income Householder (HIH) and spouse/partner. Other adults or children income not included.
	Whole household income
	Scotland does not account for other adults. Expected to affect 8% of all households. Comparative decrease in Scottish income.

	Council tax deductions
	Council tax including water and sewage costs deducted.
	Council tax but not water or sewage costs.
	Increase in Scottish income. An expected ‘real’ difference in council tax bills.

	Distributions
	Expected to be ‘real’ distributional differences in income, house types, fuel prices and fuel usage. Scottish incomes distributions tend to be ‘lower’ than English incomes. Further work to be carried out in real differences.


