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· The Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation (SIMD) is the Scottish Government’s official tool for identifying small areas where there are concentrations of multiple deprivation. It measures seven different aspects of deprivation – Employment, Income, Health, Education, Crime, Access to Services, and Housing.

· SIMD is based on small geographical areas (called datazones). There are a total of 6,505 datazones in Scotland, and each datazone is given a SIMD rank. A rank of 1 is the most deprived and 6,505 is the least deprived.

· To identify the most deprived datazones, we can apply different cut-offs, such as the 10% or 15% most deprived in Scotland. 

The map shows the levels of deprivation for the datazones in Cowdenbeath in SIMD 2012.
Map: Levels of deprivation in Cowdenbeath in SIMD 2012
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The SIMD ranks can be divided into ten equal-sized categories, called deciles. Decile 1 contains the most deprived 10% of SIMD ranks (those with a rank from 1 to 651), then decile 2 contains the next most deprived 10%, and so on (up to decile 10, which contains the least deprived 10% of SIMD ranks). The decile graph below shows what percentage of this constituency’ s datazones are found in each of the SIMD deciles. Most of Cowdenbeath's datazones are found in the more deprived deciles in SIMD 2012. This is similar to the pattern observed for this constituency in SIMD 2009.
Decile graph: distribution of Cowdenbeath’s datazones
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Most deprived datazone in Cowdenbeath
The most deprived datazone in Cowdenbeath in SIMD 2012 is S01002819, which is found in the intermediate zone of Ballingry. It has a rank of 194, meaning that it is in the 5% most deprived in Scotland.
Changes between SIMD 2009 and SIMD 2012
The map shows the datazones in this constituency which have moved into the 15% most deprived, stayed in the 15% most deprived, or moved out the 15% most deprived between SIMD 2009 and SIMD 2012. 
Change map: datazones in Cowdenbeath which have stayed in or moved out of the 15% most deprived in Scotland
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National Share of most deprived areas
The number of datazones in Scotland’s 15% most deprived which belong to Cowdenbeath has fluctuated across the four editions of SIMD. In SIMD 2012, 13 (1.3%) of the 976 datazones in the 15% most deprived datazones in Scotland were found in Cowdenbeath, compared to 10 (1%) in SIMD 2009, 13 (1.3%) in SIMD 2006, and 10 (1%) in SIMD 2004. 
A chart showing the position of this constituency’s datazones in the Scotland-wide ranking in relation to the other constituencies in the region can be viewed or downloaded from the SIMD constituency profile page.
Local Share of most deprived areas

In SIMD 2012, 13 (14%) of Cowdenbeath's 91 datazones were found in the 15% most deprived in Scotland, compared to 10 (11%) in SIMD 2009, 13 (14%) in SIMD 2006, and 10 (11%) in SIMD 2004. In the Mid Scotland and Fife region, the constituency with the lowest proportion of its datazones within Scotland’s most deprived 15% is North East Fife (1%), while the constituency in the region with the highest proportion is Kirkcaldy (25%).
Individual domains

The boxplot summarises the range of values for the overall SIMD and the seven domains which make up the SIMD.
Boxplot: Cowdenbeath’s ranks in the overall SIMD 2012 and individual SIMD domains. Boxes show the middle 50% of values and the middle (median) value; whiskers show the minimum and maximum ranks.
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Percentage of the population who are income deprived
The SIMD Income domain counts the number of people (both adults and children) who are receiving benefits related to low income or tax credits. In SIMD 2012, 15% of the population of Cowdenbeath are income deprived. Table 1 below shows how this compares to the percentage for the region of Mid Scotland and Fife and for Scotland as a whole.
Table 1: Percentage of the population who are Income deprived in SIMD 2012
[image: image5.emf]Cowdenbeath

Mid Scotland 

and Fife

Scotland

Percentage of the population 

which is income deprived (%)

15.0 12.1 13.4


Percentage of the population who are employment deprived
The SIMD Employment domain counts the number of people from the resident working age population who are unemployed or who are not in the labour market due to ill health or disability. In SIMD 2012, 15.2% of the population of Cowdenbeath are employment deprived. Table 2 below shows how this compares to the percentage for the region of Mid Scotland and Fife and for Scotland as a whole.
Table 2: Percentage of the population who are Employment deprived in SIMD 2012
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We can compare how employment deprivation in this constituency has changed over the four updates of the SIMD. This is shown in the chart below alongside the figures for Scotland as a whole.
Chart: Percentage of the working age population who are employment deprived in Cowdenbeath, SIMD 2004 to SIMD 2012

[image: image7]
Note that due to the parliamentary constituency boundary redraw in 2011, data shown in this chart for years prior to SIMD 2012 are based on a ‘best fit’ aggregation of datazones.

Further information 

More information on SIMD can be found at http://simd.scotland.gov.uk/publication-2012.
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