MAKING USE OF BARCODE CHARTS AND BOX PLOTS
Barcode Charts
1. Barcode charts show how the levels of deprivation in a Local Authority compare with the rest of Scotland.  Each bar on the bar code represents a datazone and is positioned according to its deprivation rank, i.e. the more deprived a datazone is, the further to the left it will be positioned.  A concentration of lines close together shows as a black block, if one appears at the left hand end of the scale it shows a concentration of deprived areas.  A concentration at the right hand end shows a concentration of areas at the least deprived end of the distribution (as in the example below).
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2. Some Local Authorities will have no concentrations of lines as they will have a small number of datazones spread across the scale.  Larger Local Authorities may have several concentrations along the distribution.
Box Plots

3. Box plots show the minimum and maximum value for an area on a particular indicator, e.g. the highest and lowest ranked datazone as lines.  The box in the middle of the chart shows the middle 50% of values and the middle value, i.e. a quarter of datazones will lie below the box and a quarter above.
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Rank (1 = Most deprived)

The rank of most deprived datazone in area is around 50 out of 

6,505

Rank of least deprived datazone in area is around 5400 out of 

6,505

The 25% least deprived datazones are all ranked in the 50% 

least deprived in Scotland.

The middle ranked datazone in this area (the median) is ranked 

around 1950, in the 30% most deprived in Scotland.  Half the 

datazones in the area are ranked above and half below this.

This means the 50% most deprived datazones in this area are 

all in the 30% most deprived in Scotland.

The 25% most deprived datazones in this area are all in the 10% 

most deprived in Scotland.
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