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Introduction

The 2002 Quality Review of Road Accident Statistics was carried out by the GB Standing Committee on Road Accident Statistics (SCRAS), which consulted members of the Liaison Group on Road Accident Statistics and other users and providers of the data. Following the review, a number of changes will be made to the "Stats 19" Road Accident Statistics data collection system, including the introduction of a GB-wide system for recording road accident Contributory Factors.  These changes will take effect from the "January 2005" returns.

This document contains:

· "Stats 19" changes for 2005, as agreed by SCRAS - yellow pages;

· Full list of "Stats 19"  variables and values (2005) - white pages;

· Indicative "Stats 19" form (2005) including the Contributory Factors - green pages;

· Indicative "Stats 19" Self Reported Accidents form (2005) - blue pages;

NB: the purpose of these indicative forms is to show the kinds of statistical information which are collected in the "Stats 19" returns.  It is not suggested that forms like these should be used in practice (and particularly not for the collection of information about accidents which are "self-reported" by members of the public). For example, the indicative forms have not been designed for ease of completion by anyone who is unfamiliar with the road accident statistics system, and do not include space for "free text" descriptions of the accident circumstances and location.

Optional reduced "Stats 19" reporting requirement for "self-reported" accidents
One major change arising from the Quality Review is the introduction of an optional reduced "Stats 19" requirement in the case of accidents which are "self-reported" by members of the public.  If they wish, Police Forces may introduce a simplified form (which does not include the Contributory Factors) for members of the public to fill in themselves, with minimal assistance from Police Officers or staff, when they report an injury road accident at a Police Station.  Such a form should contain almost the full range of "Stats 19" variables and values, but should also allow for the use of “unknown” codes for many variables, in those cases where the information is not available.  The fields "highlighted" in grey in the indicative "self-reported accidents" form should be completed in all cases.  Some of them (notably those relating to accident location and casualty severity) will have to be checked by police staff, with reference to "free text" descriptions of the accident location and circumstances which should be provided by the member of the public (NB: such descriptions are not shown in the indicative forms, because they are not part of the "Stats 19" specification).  It is understood that, in England and Wales, a "national self-reporting form" will be produced for the possible use of those Police Forces which decide to adopt this procedure.  

Some of the fields which are not "highlighted" are particularly important for the purpose of producing national statistics (such as speed limit, type of vehicle, age and sex of driver, and age and sex of casualty), and the Scottish Executive would appreciate it if such details could be obtained (or estimated) in as many cases as possible.  In addition, certain other fields may be of particular importance to local authority users of the data.  Any Police Forces interested in introducing a "self-reporting" form should consult the Scottish Executive, and representatives of the local authorities in their areas, at an early stage in their planning, in order to agree the kinds of information which should be sought in the case of as many accidents as possible, and to discuss how the "self-reporting" form might best be designed (for example, in the light of developments in England). 

Further information
Further copies of this document are available from the Scottish Executive Transport Statistics branch:

      telephone 
Scott Brand on 0131 244 7255    

or
      e-mail
transtat@scotland.gsi.gov.uk       

or
      write to 
Transport Statistics branch, 


Scottish Executive, 



Victoria Quay, 


Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ.
Electronic versions of the material are available from the Scottish Executive Web site.  

The full address of the SE Transport Statistics home page is:

     http://www.scotland.gov.uk/about/CSU/DD-EAS-Trans/00015781/TranTheme.aspx .

Or, go to:   www.scotland.gov.uk/stats    and click on the link labelled "Transport and Travel" in the list of "Statistics by topic" (on the left of the screen) to get to the Transport Statistics home page.  

Then, click on "Methods and Background" for the electronic versions of the material in this document.

The "Stats 21" Procedures for Submitting Road Accident Data to the Scottish Executive (2005) includes detailed specifications of the record layouts and the validation checks. It is also available in the ways described above.

The "Stats 20" document (Instructions for the Completion of Road Accident Reports) is not required in order to amend computer systems.  It will be developed by the Department for Transport, will include definitions of the codes and terms which are used in the new Contributory Factors system, and will be issued in Autumn 2004.

Members of the Scottish Executive Transport Statistics branch would be very happy to visit data suppliers to discuss the forthcoming changes to the road accidents statistics system, and points on their implementation.  Please let Scott Brand know if you feel that such a meeting would be helpful.
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