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REIMBURSEMENT OF MEMBERS’ EXPENSES SCHEME – REVIEW OF 
REGIONAL OFFICES 
 
Executive summary  
 

1. The SPCB agreed at its meeting on 8 June 2016 that a review of 
regional office arrangements should be carried out.  Specifically, the 
review was invited to look at the evidence for whether or not the 
parliamentary regions of Central Scotland, Glasgow and Lothian should 
be added to those regions where Members were entitled to make 
application to the SPCB for an additional regional office, where more 
than one Member is returned from a political party’s regional list for that 
region. 

 
2. A thorough desk-based review was undertaken in September 2011, 

following a similar request to review the arrangements for regional 
offices, with a particular emphasis on the West Scotland region.   

 
3. A copy of the original September 2011 report is attached for the 

SPCB’s consideration. Any material changes in the intervening five 
years to the information contained in that report are highlighted below 
in this paper. 

 
Issues and Options 
 

4. At present, under the Reimbursement of Members’ Expenses Scheme 
(the Scheme) the regions of Highlands & Islands, Mid Scotland & Fife, 
North East Scotland, West Scotland and South Scotland are entitled to 
apply to the SPCB for an additional regional office where more than 
one Member is returned from a political party’s regional list for that 
region. 

 
5. The SPCB will note from the September 2011 report’s conclusion that 

a successful case was made for the West Scotland parliamentary 
region to be added to the list of exceptions, given that, as a result of 
the most recent boundary review, the region had increased in size. The 
West Scotland region is geographically greater in size than the 
combined size of Central Scotland, Glasgow and Lothian. Also, due to 
the geographic nature of the region, straddling the River Clyde, most 
public transport journeys north – south of the river involve travelling 
through the city of Glasgow which adds to the travel time. 
 

6. Both the Central Scotland and Lothian parliamentary regions had 
reduced in size geographically as a result of the most recent boundary 
review.  Given this, the report concluded that there was no case for 
these regions to be added to the list.  Members representing these 
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regions in previous parliamentary sessions have conducted their 
parliamentary duties with only the one regional office shared between 
the regional Members of the same party. 

 
7. In respect of the Glasgow parliamentary region, again the report found 

it difficult to conclude that the size of the region merited an additional 
office. 
 

8. A review of the information contained in the September 2011 report 
has been undertaken to establish whether any material changes have 
occurred in the intervening period in the Central Scotland, Glasgow 
and Lothian regions.  
 

9. The Scottish parliamentary constituencies and local authority areas for 
Central Scotland, Glasgow and Lothian are still the same as in 2011. 
There are, however, a number of changes to the public transport links, 
most notably in the Lothian and Central Scotland regions, which have 
benefitted from the opening of the Borders Railway from Edinburgh to 
Tweedbank and the North Clyde Line connecting Coatbridge 
Sunnyside and Bathgate to Edinburgh. 
 

10. The Corporate Body will note that the September 2011 report focussed 
on the specific geographic factors (size of region, local authority and 
health board areas, availability of transport and associated journey 
times for constituents) which might justify an exception to the general 
principle, agreed by the Parliament in 1999 and endorsed by the 
Langlands Review in 2008, that regional Members from the same party 
should share a single regional office in each region. In respect of the 
Central Scotland, Glasgow and Lothian regions, Members have 
operated on the basis of a single regional office since the introduction 
of the Scheme.  
 

11. In addition to these geographic factors, the request from James Kelly 
MSP invited the SPCB to consider the principles of fairness and 
consistency in relation to the eight regions.  

 
12. In light of the information gathered in the attached review, the SPCB is 

invited to consider the request to increase the number of regional 
offices allowed under the Scheme to two per registered political party 
for every electoral region in Scotland, where that party has more than 
one Member in that region. The two remaining options open to the 
SPCB are:- 
 

i. to make no changes.  The SPCB may consider that the principle 
of different treatment for different regions based largely on 
geographical size is sound and meets the requirements for 
balance established by Langlands between accessibility and 
value for money and that the current arrangements best reflect 
that balance. 
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ii. to accept the case for consistency set out in the request and 
seek to adjust the scheme to allow all regions to have more than 
one regional office where a registered party has more than one 
representative in that region.  A motion proposed by the SPCB 
would require to be lodged for consideration by the Parliament. 

 
Resource Implications 
 

13. Resource implications depend on whether (a) the expenses scheme is 
amended as requested, (b) each party entitled to apply under the 
amended rules does so and (c) the SPCB grants each request.  Should 
the scheme be amended as requested, each party applies and each 
request is granted, additional funding of £114,202 per annum would be 
required to fund the additional offices. 

 
Governance issues 
 

14. The expenses scheme is created, approved and amended by a 
resolution of the Scottish Parliament.  The SPCB has, in line with its 
statutory role to provide the Parliament with the resources required for 
the Parliament’s purposes, responsibility for the operation of the 
scheme and ensuring compliance with its terms. 

 
Publication Scheme 
 

15. This paper will be published in line with the SPCB’s Publication 
Scheme. 

 
Decision 
 

16. The SPCB is invited to consider the request (SPCB(2016)Paper 31) to 
increase the number of regional offices allowed under the Scheme to 
two per registered political party for every electoral region in Scotland, 
where that party has more than one Member in that region.  

 
 
 
Finance and Security Group 
June 2016 
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