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Explanatory Notes  
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27 June – 23 August 2013 

 

Stage 1 – written evidence 

The Equal Opportunities Committee gathered written evidence from the public and 
organisations. 

Summary of the evidence submitted 

 

5 September – 7 November 2013 

 

Stage 1 – lead committee consideration 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_Bills/Marriage%20and%20Civil%20Partnership%20(Scotland)%20Bill/b36s4-introd.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_Bills/Marriage%20and%20Civil%20Partnership%20(Scotland)%20Bill/b36s4-introd-en.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_Bills/Marriage%20and%20Civil%20Partnership%20(Scotland)%20Bill/b36s4-introd-pm.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_Bills/Marriage_and_Civil_Partnership_DPM.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_EqualOpportunitiesCommittee/General%20Documents/Summary_of_evidence.pdf


The Equal Opportunities Committee questioned representatives from a range of 
organisations at five meetings. It ended by hearing from the Scottish Government 
Minister who had introduced the bill. 

 

8 November 2013 

 

The Equal Opportunities Committee published its stage 1 report on the bill. 

Stage 1 report on the Marriage and Civil Partnership (Scotland) Bill 

 

20 November 2013 

Video clip 

Stage 1 debate 

The Parliament debated and agreed to the general principles of the bill in the 
Chamber. 

Official Report of the stage 1 debate 

Video of the stage 1 debate 

 

16 December 2013 

 

12 noon deadline for lodging amendments for day one of stage 2 

Marshalled list of Amendments for stage 2, day 1 

Groupings of Amendments for stage 2, day 1 

 

 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/69694.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ehd3hBHBUWI&feature=youtu.be
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=9521&i=85627#ScotParlOR
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=87PEuWWYRsw
http://www.parliament.scot/S4_Bills/Marriage%20and%20Civil%20Partnership%20(Scotland)%20Bill/b36s4-stage2-ml1.pdf
http://www.parliament.scot/S4_Bills/Marriage%20and%20Civil%20Partnership%20(Scotland)%20Bill/b36s4-stage2-g1.pdf


19 December 2013  

Video clip 

Stage 2 – day one 

The Equal Opportunities Committee began considering amendments to the bill. 

Minutes of the meeting 

Official Report of the meeting 

Video of the meeting 

 

13 January 2014 

 

12 noon deadline for lodging amendments for day two of stage 2 

Marshalled list of Amendments for stage 2, day 2 

Groupings of Amendments for stage 2, day 2 

 

16 January 2014 

 

Stage 2 – day two 

The Equal Opportunities Committee completed consideration of amendments to the 
bill. 

Minutes of the meeting 

Official Report of the meeting 

Video of the meeting 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sbgThFUFiTw&feature=youtu.be
http://www.parliament.scot/S4_EqualOpportunitiesCommittee/General%20Documents/19_Dec_minutes.pdf
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=9184&i=82831#ScotParlOR
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7oD0XCUBavk
http://www.parliament.scot/S4_Bills/Marriage%20and%20Civil%20Partnership%20(Scotland)%20Bill/b36s4-stage2-ml2.pdf
http://www.parliament.scot/S4_Bills/Marriage%20and%20Civil%20Partnership%20(Scotland)%20Bill/b36s4-stage2-g2.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_EqualOpportunitiesCommittee/Minutes/Minutes160114(2).pdf
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=9270&i=83604#ScotParlOR
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n_b8LBtJwgE


29 January 2014 

 

4.30pm deadline for lodging amendments for stage 3 

Marshalled list of Amendments for stage 3 

Groupings of Amendments for stage 3 

 

4 February 2014 

Video clip 

Stage 3 proceeding in the Chamber  

After considering further amendments, MSPs debated the motion on whether the bill 
should be passed. At Decision Time, the Parliament voted in favour of passing the 
bill. 

Official Report of the stage 3 proceedings 

Video of stage 3 proceedings 

 

12 March 2014 

 

The bill received Royal Assent and became the Marriage and Civil Partnership 
(Scotland) Act 2014. 

The Marriage and Civil Partnership (Scotland) Act 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.parliament.scot/S4_Bills/Marriage%20and%20Civil%20Partnership%20(Scotland)%20Bill/b36as4-stage3-ml.pdf
http://www.parliament.scot/S4_Bills/Marriage%20and%20Civil%20Partnership%20(Scotland)%20Bill/b36as4-stage3-g.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CQPl6egvrfc&feature=youtu.be
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=9329&i=84029#ScotParlOR
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yx5Rg-ed3OE
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2014/5/contents


16 December 2014 

 

Scottish statutory instruments giving effect to the measures in the Act relating to 
same-sex marriage came into force. Other sections of the Act came into force at 
different times. 

Information about implementation is available on the Scottish Government website. 

   

http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Justice/law/17867/samesex

