
Changes to legislation: Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002, Section 18 is up to date with all changes known to be in
force on or before 06 March 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been
made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

Freedom of Information
(Scotland) Act 2002

2002 asp 13

PART 1

ACCESS TO INFORMATION HELD BY SCOTTISH PUBLIC AUTHORITIES

Responses to request

18 Further provision as respects responses to request

(1) Where, if information existed and was held by a Scottish public authority, the authority
could give a refusal notice under section 16(1) on the basis that the information was
exempt information by virtue of any of sections 28 to 35 [F138,] 39(1) or 41 but the
authority considers that to reveal whether the information exists or is so held would
be contrary to the public interest, it may (whether or not the information does exist
and is held by it) give the applicant a refusal notice by virtue of this section.

(2) Neither paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section 16 nor subsection (2) of that section
applies as respects a refusal notice given by virtue of this section.
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